
31 May, 2022

Message From Adrian

Dear parents and carers,

School Closure Day Tuesday June 7
Our school will be closed this day to provide a day of faith formation for all of
our staff. We usually try to do these days on Monday’s or Friday’s however our
speaker was not available on these days. Our presenter is Fr Rob Galea who
will be inspiring us on our own faith journeys and about how we live our lives as
followers of Christ especially in our roles of working with children. We are
looking forward to working with Fr Rob.
Big Childcare will be providing a full day of out of school care for those who
need it.

NAPLAN 2022
Last week we officially finished the testing and catch up period for NAPLAN in
Years 3 and 5. This year, for the first time ever, the testing period throughout
Victoria was extended by a week due to overwhelming staff and student
absences throughout Victorian schools. Over the three week period, there were
704 online tests and 103 paper tests completed at St Christopher’s for Writing,
Reading, Conventions of Language and Numeracy. A thankyou goes out to all
the staff who prepared students to become familiar with the NAPLAN format
and online platform and those who supported students and class teachers
during the test sessions to ensure that all technology ran smoothly and that
there were minimal disruptions to the students during those times. Well done
also to our students, who demonstrated a willingness and openness to having a
go at something that was quite new to them and to put in their best effort at the
time.

All students who participated in the NAPLAN tests will receive an individual report of their results. Students’
individual results will be posted to the school later in the year (from August to September) and they will
be sent home directly to families. The NAPLAN individual student reports will provide information about
what students know and have achieved in the areas of Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and
Numeracy. The reports will also provide information on how students have performed against the national
average (over one million students participate in NAPLAN tests each year) and the national minimum
standards.



Religious Education

Dear Parents,

Thank you to those families of year 3 and 4 children who have returned the notes about the upcoming
Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation). Please continue to send these in even if your child is not
presenting for the Sacrament. If there are any children in Year 5 who have not yet made their
Reconciliation (most of our children received the Sacrament in Year 3 in 2020), please contact me via
email to have a note sent home with your child as this will need to be completed prior to their First
Communion next term.

Stoles will be sent home to families who have requested one via the note. Please remember that using a
new stole is voluntary and that many families will opt to use their child’s Baptismal stole instead. All
further details are on the note. Please contact your child’s teacher if you can’t find the note and we will
send a new one home.

Notes about First Communion will be coming out in coming weeks. This will provide further information
about stoles and the option to attend for a blessing if your child is not presenting for the Sacrament.

Our staff are preparing for the Professional Development day next Tuesday the 7th of June. Please
remember that this is a closure day for our school. Fr Rob Galea will be presenting to us on the day and
we look forward to working with him to enrich our faith and to link new learning to our STC programs and
curriculum.

This coming Sunday is Pentecost. As we pray this week,
let us remember those who have stood up for what is right
and just, for those who struggle with everyday challenges,
for those who live out a spirit filled life in the aid of those
around them and most especially for those who need
guidance and strength at this time.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Come, Holy Spirit; fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia!

Colleen Mahoney
Deputy Principal of Organisation and Faith.



English at STC

Prep, Year 1 and MiniLit Home Reading
If you have a child in either Prep, Year 1 or on the MiniLit Program, you would be receiving decodable
passages on Seesaw. The evidence to support the use of decodable texts with early readers is strong
and they are now a permanent feature in our Australian Curriculum. Decodable texts are specifically
written for beginning readers as they are developing their blending and segmenting skills and their
knowledge of the alphabetic code. Decodable texts contain a very large percentage of words that
incorporate the letter-sound relationships that students have been taught in class and they increase in
complexity as the students learn more of the phonetic code. The vocabulary in them is highly controlled
so they are not exposed to too many words that they cannot yet sound out. They will have a couple of
high frequency words or tricky words that the children may not have been taught yet. These words are
previewed at the top of the passage and you will need to provide those words before beginning.

How you use these texts with your child will depend on their skill level. If you have a child at the very
beginning of their reading journey who has not yet consolidated some simple sounds, then they will need
your support to read the text. You will read some of it, they may repeat after you and they may have a
turn at attempting to segment and blend some of the simpler words. You may only read a couple of
sentences a night and take the week to get through it. If your child is a little further on and has started to
decode some simple words, then you may read some parts and your child can read some parts and you
may read the passage a couple of times that week.  If your child has consolidated enough phonemes
(sounds) to decode a wider range of words, then you can release the responsibility of sounding out and
blending the words to them.  This model of “I do/We do/You do”, or the Gradual Release of Responsibility
model is a wonderful way to support your child.

If your child is off and running with their reading and can decode the passage easily, then the purpose
and focus for using the passage changes to one of fluency. Repeated reading of the same passage with
your child reading it faster and more fluently each time is excellent fluency practice. Increased fluency
means increased comprehension which is the ultimate goal of reading. You could add an element of
challenge to the reading and time your child seeing if they can beat their previous time. Reading fluently
with correct intonation is key.

In addition to the decodable passage on Seesaw, your child will also bring home their usual ‘dot’ book.
These serve yet another purpose. The vocabulary in them is not as controlled and they will expose your
child to more interesting storylines and a wider, more complex vocabulary. These books may be ones
that you read to your child or read with them to ensure you are there to provide the more difficult words
that cannot be decoded.

You can make the decision with your child about which text to read each night. If you choose the
decodable passage, that may be enough reading for the night and you can skip the dot book. You can
then just write “decodable passage” in your child’s reading diary so your teacher knows your child has
read. Your child might want to do both! The most important thing is that your child reads every night and
the decodables give the opportunity to really drill down those early reading skills which is of great
importance at this early stage of reading development.



Prep Phonemic Awareness Program

Scientific research shows that there are five essential components of reading that children must be
taught in order to learn to read. These are known as the 5 pillars of reading: Phonemic Awareness,
Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary and Comprehension.

The first pillar (and the most important) is Phonemic Awareness. Phonemic awareness is an awareness
of the sounds that make up spoken words and is one of the strongest predictors of later reading success.
Phonemic Awareness refers to the child’s ability to focus on and manipulate these sounds in spoken
syllables and words. According to the National Reading Panel and more current reading research, the
two phonemic awareness skills that have the greatest impact on learning to read are segmenting and
blending.

St Christopher’s has added a dedicated Phonemic Awareness Program to our Prep Curriculum this year
and it is operating in all Prep classes. It involves 10 minute daily lessons focussing on the skills of
hearing rhyming words, producing rhyming words, breaking words into syllables, segmenting and
blending words and manipulating initial and final sounds in words.

You can support your child at home with these fun phonemic awareness activities:

Play Rhyming Games: I am thinking of an animal that rhymes with big. What's the animal?” Answer:
pig. What else rhymes with big? (dig, fig, wig). While you're out driving in the car, spot something out the
window and ask your child, "What rhymes with tree or car or shop?" Then switch roles and have your
child spot something and ask you for a rhyme.

Syllable Shopping: While at the grocery store, have your child tell you the syllables in different food
names. Have them hold up a finger for each syllable or place their hand under their chins and count how
many times their chin drops when they say a word. Eggplant = egg/plant, two syllables. Pineapple =
pine/ap/ple, three syllables.

Sound Blending: Practice blending sounds into words. Ask "Can you guess what this word is? m - o -
p." Hold each sound longer than normal. You only say the sounds, your child must put them together to
say the word “mop”.

I Spy Blending: Here's an easy phoneme blending game you can play while taking a walk. For blending,
you can say, “I see a sign that says s-t-o-p” Then your child has to blend the sounds to guess your word
— stop. (Remember to say only the sounds in the word — not the letters.) Keep the words short, moving
from two to three to four sounds depending on your child’s skill level.

Have fun!

Naomi Martret
English Leader



SPORT

Round 5: STC vs Our Lady of the Nativity
27 May 22

OLN of Aberfedlie came to Roberts Road in Round 5 of our Winter interschool sport competition. We
won 3 out of 5 ties including football, girls volleyball and mixed netball. Scores below:

Netball (Girls): Lost by 28
Netball (Mixed): Won by 3
Volleyball (Girls): Won in straight sets
Volleyball (Mixed): Lost in straight sets
Football: Won by 114

Round 4: St John Bosco’s vs STC
20 May 22

We travelled across the Calder Freeway to neighbouring suburb Niddrie and played against St John
Bosco’s. The football team had a close affair winning by 3 points with Romeo Seremitis kicking the final
goal to win the match. Our netball teams both suffered losses to strong opposition. The boys volleyball
team played well however went down in straight sets while the girls volleyball team kept their unbeaten
streak alive with a 2 set win.

Netball (Girls): Lost by 35
Netball (Mixed): Lost by 8
Volleyball (Girls): Won in straight sets
Volleyball (Mixed): Lost in straight sets
Football: Won by 3

Round 3: STC vs St Peter’s
13 May 22

We hosted neighbours from East Keilor, St Peter’s in Round 4. They provided fierce competition winning
5 out of 6 games. Our football team slowly clawed their way back into the game after being behind by 15
points at quarter time with some great individual efforts from Brock Fletcher and Zach El-Asmar. We hit
the front in the last quarter after trailing all game however St Peter’s managed to dig deep and kicked a
goal in the dying stages to win the game narrowly by 6 points. Our girls volleyball team managed a
strong 2 sets to love win keeping them undefeated for the season, while our boys volleyball team went to
deuce in both sets but unfortunately couldn’t break the tie and lost both of those. St Peter’s netball teams
were too strong with both mixed and girls suffering losses, however we saw great efforts from Harper
Vendy, Ava DeFazio and Laura Cullia. Well done to all who played and represented the school with
pride. Results below.

Netball (Girls): Lost by 27
Netball (Mixed): Lost by 16
Volleyball (Girls): Won in straight sets
Volleyball (Mixed): Lost in straight sets
Football: Lost by 6



ART ROOM NEWS

Hello from the Art Room.
The children have produced some fabulous art
pieces over the last 2 weeks.
The Grade 6’s have been learning how to do
Needle Felting and have created these adorable
Teddy Bears

In Grade the children designed and constructed
these amazing Dragon Eyes using Paper clay.

Using  Pablo Picasso’s “man with a guitar”
painting as inspiration
the Grade 4’s have been learning about the art
element of Value and have added white and
black paint to their colour to create different
shades and tints.

The Grade 2’s have been learning about printing and
Symmetry. They used bubble wrap to print the ocean
and folded paper to create their symmetrical fish.



Continuing on with our focus on Fine Motor Skills, we will be looking at
Scissor Skills.
Learning to cut with scissors teaches a child so much more than just
how to cut. Below are some of the benefits and skills learnt from using
scissors.

1. Builds hand strength – Opening and closing scissors helps children
build up the small muscles in their hands. These muscles are
important for everyday activities such as drawing, using cutlery,
brushing your teeth and getting dressed.

2. Develops hand-eye coordination – Children learn to watch where
they are cutting, using their eyes to guide how they should move
next. This is important for activities such as playing sports, getting
dressed and cooking.

3. Learn to use both sides of their body – Cutting encourages children
to do different things with each side of their body – one hand holds
the paper whilst the other hand holds the scissors. This is called
“bilateral coordination” and is important for everyday activities
such as zipping up coats and pants, doing the dishes and writing.

4. Improves attention – Using scissors to cut out shapes or cut along
a line takes concentration and attention to detail. The ability to pay
attention for longer and longer periods of time is important to be
able to listen and learn in the classroom, read books and ride a
bike.

5. Below is a fun animal cut and paste activity you can print out to
help your child develop and improve their scissor skills.

Cut out Animal puzzles

I’d love to see which animal the children make.
Send your completed pictures to
art@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Have fun everyone, Kind Regards, Ms Genevieve

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lFXb7UWVQgu3xR0iosLqw_BmS_kVcJyw/view?usp=sharing
mailto:art@stcapw.catholic.edu.au


2022 DATES

Term 2

Tuesday June 7 School Closure Day - RE Faith and Scripture
Monday June 13 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Tuesday June 21 Reconciliation for Grade 4’s
Thursday June 23 Reconciliation for Grade 3’s
Friday June 24 Last Day of Term 2 12pm finish

Term 3

Monday July 11 First Day of Term 3
Friday July 22 Kaboom Sports Day to celebrate St Christopher’s Feast Day
Monday July 25 Special lunch day
Friday Aug 12 School Closure Day Staff Professional Learning Wellbeing Science
Mon Aug 15 - Wed 17 Grade 5G and 5B camp
Wed Aug 17 - Fri Aug 19 Grade 5M and 5W camp
Thursday September 1 Father’s Day Stall
Thursday September 8 12pm finish for Parent Teacher Interviews
Friday September 16 Last Day of Term 3 12pm finish

Term 4

Monday October 3 First Day of Term 4
Monday October 31 School Closure Day Staff Professional Learning Report Writing
Monday December 19 Last Day of Year - Finish 12pm






