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Messages from the Deputy Principals

Deputy Principal (Students, Sta� and Community)

Wellbeing at St Christopher’s

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been an exciting and busy start at St.Christopher’s. It has been lovely meeting all the
wonderful staff, students and families and being part of this vibrant school community.

In my experience in education for more than 30 years, one of my biggest passions is in the area
of wellbeing. I am a strong believer that when our students’ are in a state of positive wellbeing;
higher levels of engagement, school connectedness, emotional vitality, social functioning and
academic performance are fostered. I am also a believer that the journey in Catholic education
is one of hope, undertaken in partnership with parents in that when the school and families work
together, better outcomes are achieved.

Therefore as teachers and parents we have a vital role in supporting our children in being
resilient, optimistic and effective members of our community and world.

In my short time here I have noted some major strengths at St Christophers, namely, the focus
on wellbeing and the strong partnership with our parents.



In my role as Deputy Principal: Students, Staff and Community at STC, I am privileged to lead
wellbeing. A major component of this role is overseeing student interaction and behaviour so
that all of our students can feel and be safe and are able to learn. I lead a team that oversees
and promotes positive student behaviour and provides curriculum and behaviour support to
students with diverse learning needs. The Wellbeing team includes our Principal, Deputies,
Literacy and Maths Leaders, Wellbeing Leader, Psychologist and Speech Pathologist. The role
of the team is to decide on the best avenue to support the child and ensure that this is put in
place. I also work closely with teachers in supporting our students.

In my role I connect students and families with support through: professional counselling, Allied
Health professionals and other programs offered by staff. Some of these programs include
Social Skills groups, Peaceful Kids Program and coming soon to STC: MPowered Program and
Revved Up Program. We are also very lucky to have our own psychologist, Anna Liza and our
own Speech Pathologist, Imogen.

If the class teacher has noted concerns after a parent conversation or assessments or
observations, he/she can put a referral in with our Wellbeing Team. This information is fed back
to the class teacher who may follow up with you.

As a part of our Social and Emotional learning program, our staff have had professional learning
based on Positive Psychology and deliver a Positive Education program. Our students engage
in a Positive Education program with our specialist teacher Prue Haggerty, for one semester (2
terms), simultaneously for the whole year they engage in an hour per week of Positive
Education lesson with their class teacher.

It is in working together that we can all achieve positive outcomes for our students. I look
forward to working with you. If there are family matters that require direct contact with me,
please feel free to contact me.

Keep smiling!

Lina Vescio
Deputy Principal of Students, Staff and Community



Deputy Principal (Organisation and Faith)

Religious Education at St Christopher’s

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope that you are all well. We continue to keep our Year 6 children in our prayers as they prepare for
the Sacrament of Confirmation at the end of the term. Bishop Terry will be visiting our children on
Tuesday the 28th of March, just before the Sacrament.

We also pray for our school families who have been affected by loss, illness or sadness recently and ask
our Lord to watch over them and provide comfort in their time of need.

Confirmation
I am looking forward to seeing our Year 6 families online next week for our
Sacramental Workshop. You should have received a letter during the week
which contains an explanation of how to access the session and what you
will need during it. Please let us know if you did not receive the letter, as you
will not be able to access the workshop without the link.

Mass
Since the previous newsletter our Year 3-6 children have attended mass for
Ash Wednesday, the junior classes have held prayer services for Ash
Wednesday, our Year 2 children have attended a Parish Mass, our Year 3, 4
and 5 classes were all welcomed to Saturday evening Family Masses.
Thank you to our families who have attended those masses. Please
remember that you are welcome at any mass in the Church, however there
are some that have been allocated to year levels with a special invitation.
Please see below for the upcoming invitational masses for the remainder of
the term.

Upcoming Masses:
● Year 1:  9.30am Parish Mass Thursday 9th March
● Year Prep: 9.30am Parish Mass Thursday 16th March
● No class allocated to the Saturday 5pm Parish Mass on 11th March

due to the long weekend
● Year 1: 5pm Family Mass Saturday 18th March
● Year Prep: 5pm Family Mass Saturday 25th March
● Year 2: 5pm Family Mass Saturday 1st April

2nd Sunday of Lent - The Transfiguration
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Kindest regards,

Colleen Mahoney
Deputy Principal of Organisation and Faith



KEY UPCOMING DATES 2023

Monday 13th March Labour Day Public Holiday - School Closed

15 - 27 March NAPLAN

Friday 17th March Casual Clothes Day

Thursday 23rd March 12pm finish for students

Parent/Teacher Interviews 12:30pm - 7:30pm

Wednesday 29th March Sacrament of Confirmation 5.30pm for 6G and 7.30pm for 6B

Thursday 30th March Sacrament of Confirmation 5.30pm for 6M and 7.30pm for 6W

Friday 31st March School Closure Day

Thursday 6th April End of Term 1

12pm finish (Casual Clothes Day)

Friday 7th April Good Friday Public Holiday

Monday 10th - 21st April SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Monday 24th April School Closure Day

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day - No School

Wednesday 26th April Term 2 commences

NB – Please check the Key Upcoming Dates of each newsletter in the event of changes or additional information added.

2024 Prep Enrolments are OPEN

Visit our website: www.stcapw.catholic.edu.au
to complete an online enrolment form.

2024 Enrolments CLOSE Friday 31st March

http://www.stcapw.catholic.edu.au/


ENGLISH

An Evidence-Based Approach to Teaching Reading at STC

The Science of Reading is a body of research that incorporates insights and research from
disciplines that include developmental psychology, educational psychology, cognitive science,
and cognitive neuroscience and provides great insight into the way children learn to read.
Synthetics Phonics is the evidence based method we use at STC to teach reading. It involves
following an explicit and systematic phonics sequence that begins at single sounds in Prep and
builds in complexity over Years 1-6 to include complex digraphs, trigraphs, quadgraphs and
morphology. Children learn to make connections between the letters of written texts
(graphemes) and the sounds of spoken language (phonemes) and how to blend the phonemes
together to read words. Synthetic Phonics also teaches children how to identify all the
phonemes in a word and match them to a letter in order to be able to spell correctly. Our reading
and spelling sequence is fully aligned to ensure children are learning to read and spell
simultaneously. Our early years reading program is supported by the use of decodable readers
that are also fully aligned to our phonics sequence and are designed to give students repeated
practice reading words with that week's phoneme pattern. This repeat reading strategy also
develops the children's oral reading fluency rates, which in turn, develops reading
comprehension.

Our Tier 1 classroom programs are fully supported by our Tier 2 intervention programs. The
MiniLit and MacqLit programs are a Macquarie University initiative and are evidence-based
programs designed to offer extra support to those students who need it in Years 1-5.

Writing in the Middle Years

Members of the Year 3-6 teaching staff have formed a writing team and will be attending a
series of professional development days designed to improve teacher knowledge of the
grammar of English – the structure, organisation and function of words in sentences and
sentences in text. This team will be working with Dr Misty Adoniou, and be introduced to a
grammar investigations approach. This pedagogical approach leads students through an
investigation of the grammatical features of exemplary texts to discover the impact of the
author’s choice on meaning-making when creating written text.

Naomi Martret
English Leader



Expression of Interest

Parenting in the
Digital World Workshop

Dear STC Parents/Guardians,

What a huge responsibility we all have to support our children in this
ever-evolving digital world!

Would you be interested in attending a workshop at the school that aims to
give you skills and strategies to confidently manage:
- using technology safely (digital well-being, putting filters on Youtube and
Google, screen time)?
- discussing negative online experiences with your child/children?
- reporting unsafe behaviour?

If you've answered 'yes' to any of the above, please complete the survey by
clicking the link below.

Your input will help us to put together a workshop that will not only boost
your confidence when helping your child/children navigate life in online
environments but will ultimately keep them safe.

https://forms.gle/bFPDmcd4EouJs8Zy7

Please complete this by 3 pm on Friday 17th March.

Steph Zammit
DT/ICT & OHS Leader

https://forms.gle/bFPDmcd4EouJs8Zy7


SPORT

STC 2 vs St Martin De Porres 4 Friday 24 February 2023
Our second round of inter-school sport saw us play St Martin De Porres Primary School at
home. Scores below:

Girls Basketball: SMDP 20 def by STC 22
Boys Basketball: SMDP 30 def STC 19
Girls Tee-ball: SMDP 21 def STC 14
Boys Tee-ball: SMDP 12 def by STC 28
Mixed Tennis: SMDP 11 def STC 1
Girls Tennis: SMDP 8 def by STC 4

District Swimming Tuesday 28 February 2023
After a false start on Monday, on Tuesday our 63 strong swim team competed against the seven
other schools in our district and had a fantastic day out. It was great to see all students
represent their school with pride and determination. Well done STC!

We have 12 swimmers heading through to the Moonee Ponds Divisional Carnival on the 9th of
March. Thank you to all of our parent helpers and spectators that came to support our students
on the day!

Keilor Heights vs STC Friday 3 March 2023
Two out of our six teams came away winners from our trip to Keilor Heights. Girl’s Tee-ball had
a narrow loss likewise with both basketball teams and our girl’s tennis team. Our boy’s tee-ball
and mixed tennis sides notched up wins. Fantastic work by all involved! Scores below:

Girls Basketball: KH 13- STC 7
Boys Basketball: KH 22 - STC 10
Girls Tee-ball: KH 15 - STC 14
Boys Tee-ball: KH 9 - STC 16
Mixed Tennis: KH 3 - STC 9
Girls Tennis: KH 4 - STC 8

Cross Country trials will be held on Friday 24th of March
in the middle block for Years 3 - 6.

Michael Costello
P.E. Specialist Teacher



ART

In Art, students have been exploring new drawing skills and techniques to
create a colourful Self Portrait.

Children used their own reflection to identify their unique facial features and
replicate it on paper.

There were many steps to this art making process and the results were
amazing!

The skills and talents of our students are very impressive.

Grade 3 students, Spencer, Zaria, Millah and Chiara in Grade 3, share
their beautiful Masterpieces.

Joanne Rudd
Art Specialist Teacher



PARENTS & FRIENDS COMMITTEE



CATHOLIC EDUCATION GUIDE

To assist your decision making in relation to your child's education for 2024
and beyond, please find below a link to the 152 page - 2023 edition of the

Catholic Education Guide.
CLICK HERE: https://victoriaschoolguides.starcommunity.com.au/catholic-education/

CURRICULUM DAYS 2023
These are days where sta� are involved in Professional Learning and the school is closed.

Before and After School care runs a program for children on these days.

Friday March 31 Staff Religious Education Development

Monday April 24 Staff Positive Education Training

Monday November 6 (Day prior to Melbourne Cup Day) Staff Report Writing Day

Last Day of School

Tuesday December 19 Last day of School - 12.30pm finish

2023 Term Dates
Start date Finish date

Term 2 26 April 23 June

Term 3 10 July 15 September

Term 4 2 October 19 December

https://api.secondstreetapp.com/m_c_t/46640763/227033425


Away Emails

PREP Grade 4

pgaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pbaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pmaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pwaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 1 Grade 5

1gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 2 Grade 6

2gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 3

3gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au



2023 Timetable
SCHOOL HOURS

8.25 am School opens for arrival of students. Students to stay and play in Yard 2 and oval area
until 8.40am, when classes open.

8.40 am Classes open.

8.50 am School commences, children are to be in class at this time.

(Arrival after this time is considered late, children are then to go to the office to scan their bag tag
before going to class).

3.20 pm Bell to end school – MONDAY TO THURSDAY ONLY

3.00 pm Bell to end school – FRIDAY ONLY

RECESS 11.00 am to 11.40am LUNCH 1.40 pm to 2.20 pm

* Please avoid collecting your child during these times.*

PE DAY - Sport uniform to be worn on this day
Monday

1G 1B 1M 1W 2G 2B 6G 6B 6M 6W

Tuesday

3G 3B 3M 3W 4M 4W 5B 5M

Wednesday

PG PB PM PW 5G

Thursday

2M 2W 4G 4B 5W

Friday  - Whole School wears sports uniform



COMMUNITY INFORMATION











Peer Support for Young Carers (6-25 yrs)

A Young Carer is someone 25 years or under who provides care or support to a family member
with an illness, mental illness, disability or addiction. If this is you, then join and make

connections with people who just ‘get it’.  The program runs during the school term and is led by
passionate Little Dreamers facilitators. An online program delivery is also available.

As part of this program you will:
• Have the opportunity to connect with people in similar circumstances
• Learn from your peers through the sharing of lived experience
• Participate in fun icebreakers and activities to get to know each other better and share some
laughs.
Information session (online): Learn more about what the program has to offer and meet the
team behind it.
Date: Wednesday 22 March
Time: 6:00pm – 7:00pm AEDT
Register for information session
When: Saturdays in Term 2, starting 29 April, 2023
Time: 1.30pm - 2.30pm
Where: Moonee Ponds (Location provided when registering).
To sign up: Please complete this registration form and the Program Coordinator will be in
touch to confirm details.
For more information: please contact Alma on e. alma@littledreamers.org.au or give us a
call on (O3) 7O67 8668.

https://www.littledreamers.org.au/event/peer-support-information-evening-vic/
https://formstack.io/AC69D

