Term 3, Week 9
8 September 2022
Message from Adrian
Dear parents,
Term 3 is drawing to an end. Covid cases amongst our students and staff have dropped
to almost none over the last two weeks. Hopefully we have made our way through the
worst of it and healthier days for all are to come. Spring is in the air!
A few weeks ago we opened the volunteer system up for people to apply. Just a
reminder that if you want to help in the classroom, in a special activity at school or on
an excursion you need to be trained as a volunteer, have a working with children’s
check and have that check linked to our school. We will open the system up again from
Friday September 16 until Friday September 23 via this link 2022 STC Volunteer
Application, Procedure & Policies Online for any people that missed out. This is the last
time it will be opened for 2022.
Next term we will welcome parent helpers back into our classrooms. The aim of parent helpers is to give the
teachers some assistance in class, give you the opportunity to be involved in the classroom and let your children
see you in the classroom. As we have not had parents helpers for a while we will begin Week 2 of Term 4. For
Years Prep, One and Two (the years where the kids want their mums and dad’s in the most) parent helper slots will
be available for Reading/Writing sessions beginning at 9am 3 days a week for one parent at a time slot. Teachers
will send out the invites and explanations via seesaw. For Years 3-6, classroom teachers will put out a message on
seesaw explaining the times where parent helpers are needed on a class by class basis. Looking forward to
welcoming our parents/carers back in another way.
At the end of the term we farewell Lorna Stranieri, a valued member of our Literacy Intervention team. Lorna has
held numerous roles at St Christopher’s in her 10 years at our school and made a significant contribution to
students and families. Lorna is moving on to a Learning Diversity Leadership position at School of the Good
Shepherd in Gladstone Park. We thank her and wish her all the best in her future endeavours. Best wishes also to
Stacey Nikolakis (Prep teacher) who leaves us at the end of the term for maternity leave. We wish Stacey and
Rubin health and happiness for the arrival of their baby boy.

TERM 3 2022 Upcoming Dates & Events
SEPTEMBER
●
●
●
●

📆

Thursday 8 - 12pm finish for Parent Teacher Interviews
Friday 16 - Last Day of Term 3 - 12pm finish and CASUAL CLOTHES DAY
Coming up
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS: Saturday 17 September to Sunday 2 October

OCTOBER
●
●

Monday 3 - Term 4 starts
Monday 31 - School Closure Day - Staff Professional Learning (Report Writing)

Adrian Glasby
Principal

Wellbeing at St. Christopher’s
Dear Parents and Carers,
Here we are in the penultimate week of term 3 2022. I’ve had a number of conversations lately with
fellow educators from different schools about how this year has gone and they have been very positive
conversations despite the challenges that this year has brought. Hasn’t it been nice to have your
children back at school largely uninterrupted and no larger scale lockdowns to work through this year?
We have ridden out the winter and are now greeted by some beautiful Spring weather to enjoy and boost
our Vitamin D levels. However and whenever you can, make sure you get out there and enjoy it!
A big Happy Father’s Day to all the dads and grandfathers in our STC community. I hope you all had a
wonderful day/weekend just past and that you were able to enjoy the joy that being a father brings. I
quizzed many of your children and made sure that they looked after their dads over the weekend! Being
a dad to Hendrix and Zadie is the best role in the world for me; my day started with a delicious breakfast
of bacon, eggs, pancakes and fruit, getting my first ever Father’s Day Stall presents from Hendirx and
Zadie (a rubiks cube with dad on one side and a jar filled with tokens that listed fun activities we could do
together), followed by playing with the kids for the day and ended with dinner at BlueBonnet BBQ; dad’s I
can definitely recommend, just be prepared to loosen a button or two on your way out.
Parents and Friends Association
A huge thank you to our P&F for putting on a very successful Father’s Day Stall, so successful in fact
that the volunteers had to head off twice to go buy extra gifts for our students to purchase. I’m sure there
were many happy dads on Sunday.
Another thank you to our P&F and all of you in our STC community for the terrific way you support the
school through the numerous fundraising initiatives across the year. Last year’s funds have been put to
great use in purchasing new basketball backboards, rings and pads with the STC logo emblazoned on
them. They look absolutely wonderful as you can see below and have been a huge hit with our students.

We look forward to our next P&F events for 2022 - Footy Day on Monday 12th of September and Bogan
Bingo on Friday 7th of September. Items for both events can be purchased online through our CDF Pay
portal as P&F have now gone cashless:
https://stcapw.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#!/login
Book Week
What an amazing Book Week and parade we had a couple of weeks ago. Well done to all the teachers
and students who dressed up in their favourite book characters and their parents who prepared the
students to join in on the fun of the day. It is such a great way to promote reading and literacy at school..
A special thank you to our library technician Kathleen Cefai who put so much effort and thought into
making Book Week special for our students and community and for that awesome Where’s Wally Hunt.

Wellbeing Science at STC
Our 2022-2025 Wellbeing School Improvement Plan Goal is:
To develop the skills, knowledge and dispositions to know ourselves,
empathise with others and be full flourishing individuals.
It contains a very important, aspirational and deep term: flourishing.
Over the term I have briefly unpacked renown Positive Psychologist Martin Seligman’s model of
Wellbeing, if you’d like to refresh your memory read back over my newsletter entries:
●
●
●
●
●
●

P - positive emotions
E - engagement
R - relationships
M - meaning
A - accomplishment
H - health

According to Seligman, if you have more of the above occurring, more frequently in your life you will
increase your Wellbeing significantly. The many studies that have investigated Seligman’s theory have
resoundingly proven this to be true. Seligman further states that if you have high enough levels of
PERMAH in your life, then you will be a flourishing individual. But just what is flourishing?
Flourishing moves beyond the simple confines of “happiness”. Happiness is certainly a component of
flourishing and wellbeing, but as previously mentioned it is only part of one of the elements (positive
emotion) that makes up the PERMAH model of wellbeing.
Dr. Martin Seligman brings up an important point about the Wellbeing Model vs Happiness model, the
point being, regarding flourishing, the motive is not to increase happiness in self and in the world, but to
increase flourishing (positive growth) in self and in the world.
Flourishing is the product of the pursuit and engagement of an authentic life that brings inner joy and
happiness through meeting goals, being connected with life passions, and relishing in accomplishments
through the peaks and valleys of life.
Importantly, flourishing is being and doing well in life, even when life is challenging.
This is what we are aspiring to for your children, our staff and our community; it's going to be a wonderful
journey and one that we have already made good progress on.
Child Safety
At St Christopher’s we hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a central and
fundamental responsibility of our school. Our commitment is drawn from and inherent to the teaching and
mission of Jesus Christ, with love, justice and the sanctity of each human person at the heart of the
gospel (CECV Commitment Statement to Child Safety).
The person of each individual human being, in his or her material and spiritual needs, is at the
heart of Christ’s teaching: this is why the promotion of the human person is the goal of the Catholic
school
(The Catholic School on the Threshold of the Third Millennium, n. 9).
For Child Safety related policies, head to our website and click on Child Safety
https://www.stcapw.catholic.edu.au/
Lost and mistakenly taken home items
At a school of 700 + primary aged students there are inevitably lost and mistakenly taken home items. A
reminder that our Lost Property cupboard is located in the foyer just outside the library, there are many
unclaimed items in there ranging from balls to jumpers. Can I please request that if your child comes
home with an item that is not theirs that you return it to their classroom teacher the next day so it can be
given back to its rightful owner. An easy way to check similar looking items is to look for a name
recorded on the tag or somewhere on the item.
As a general rule please do not send your child to school with items of value.
Pick up and Drop off Parking
Please be mindful of our neighbours and parking in appropriate spots when picking up and dropping off
your children. Please do not park across driveways or in places where pedestrians (our children) will
walk, this is a serious safety hazard and one that we appreciate your support with.
Stay safe, stay healthy, stay connected,
Denis Johnstone
Deputy Principal - Students, Staff, Community

Religious Education
Dear Parents,
Thank you to all of the families who
have attended the First Communion
masses since the last newsletter. We
have one more mass coming up this
Saturday evening at 5pm and we
continue to keep the children in our
prayers.
Thursday Class Masses
Next term we will resume class masses
on Thursday mornings at 9.30am. Two
classes at a time will go to the Parish
Mass. As there are a limited number of
days available for the masses, we will
be taking the classes who have received the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Eucharist. Parents
are very welcome to attend and you will be notified through SeeSaw of the date of your child’s class
mass. Next year, we will allocate classes to attend from Prep to Year 6 and let you know the dates in
advance so that you can attend mass if you wish.
Saturday Family Masses
As Father Peter has mentioned in his recent homilies, we will be returning to Saturday evening Family
Masses from the beginning of next year. We will prepare a roster and let you know early next year so
that you can plan ahead.
Sacraments in 2023
In response to some questions from parents, I just
thought that I would mention that our Sacramental dates
for next year will not be set until very late next term. This
is because we wait for our Confirmation dates to be set
by the Archdiocese and then once those dates are in
place, we work around them for our Reconciliation and
First Communion. Then we meet with the Parish
Representatives, Fr Peter and staff representatives from
St Augustine’s to plan out the year between all of us.
This is quite a task to coordinate however we will share
the dates with you as soon as they become available.
Have a wonderful rest of the term.
Colleen Mahoney
Deputy Principal of Organisation and Faith

BOOK WEEK 2022
A fun week was had by all for this year's book week celebrations, the highlight being the Dress Up day
last Friday. The children looked fabulous in their costume and many thanks must go to the parents in
helping with their creations! There was plenty of activity on the day with an inhouse parade and a
Where’s Wally treasure hunt for the students to participate in. (Wally #13 was a bit cheeky & kept the
children busy looking for him!) It’s great that the children had the opportunity to celebrate the joy of
books and dress up as their favourite characters. Well done to all!
Many thanks,
Naomi Martret and Kathleen Cefai
English Leader and Library Technician

Sport
Moonee Ponds Division Athletics

Tuesday 6 September 2022

Thirty one St Christopher’s students represented the school at the divisional stage of the School Sport
Victoria Track and Field Championships. To reach this level students had to finish in the top two place
getters in our recent district round. Our students competed at their very best in extremely strong fields to
vy for a place at the regional stage. As a school we are very proud of our students’ efforts in what was a
great event. Nine students have progressed to the next round at Keilor Athletics Track on the 18th of
October. Congratulations to all involved!

Michael Costello
P.E. Specialist Teacher

FIRST AID
Dear Parents/Carers,
All Medical Plans (ie. Asthma and Allergy Action Plans) need to be
supplied annually. They must be signed by a doctor and have the
practice stamp attached.
Medical Plans and medication should be supplied promptly upon
request.
Thanking you,
Natalie Brooks and Mardi Agnew
First Aid Officers

IMPORTANT: Away Email
A reminder for Parents and Carers to please contact the away email (your child’s grade) for the
following reasons:
- Early Leavers
- Absences
- Appointments
- Holidays
- Covid positive students

2022
IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER
Term 3

📆

Thursday September 8
Monday September 12

12pm finish for Parent Teacher Interviews
Footy Day

Friday September 16

Last Day of Term 3 - 12pm finish
CASUAL CLOTHES DAY

Term 4

📆

Monday October 3
Monday October 31

First Day of Term 4
School Closure Day - Staff Professional Learning (Report Writing)

Monday December 19

Last Day of the Year - 12pm finish

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NEWS FOR STUDENTS

