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Message from the Acting Principal

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

Thank you to all of our families who wished Adrian well over the past couple of weeks and who
attended his farewell assembly on Friday. It was an absolute credit to Adrian that we had so
many people attend and to come up to see him when he was outside on before and after school
duty. Last week the children and staff made it very special for him. We have heard that he is
really enjoying his new school and we wish him every happiness as he begins this new journey.

The process of employing a new Principal has started and this is all being led by the team at
MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic Schools). There is a period of advertising,
shortlisting, interviewing and ratification that will take place over the coming weeks. In the
interim, our amazing staff will continue with all of the plans and processes that we already have
in place and I thank them for their support and commitment during this time. I would also like to
thank our wonderful Leadership Team who have all taken on new tasks and roles for this interim
period. Once a new Principal is employed, myself and our Leadership Team will return to our
usual duties and we will endeavour to provide a supportive and smooth transition for the new
Principal.

School Closure Day Friday 8th March
Just a reminder that our school is closed for a professional development day on Friday. We are
very fortunate to have Pauline Cicutto from MACS working with our staff on Religious Education
and curriculum.



Parking
Please try to stay within the designated parking areas as we continue to receive complaints
from our Roberts Road neighbours about their driveways being blocked by parents doing pick
up and drop off. Thank you.

Confirmation
This week our Year 6 students will be involved in the Sacramental Family Workshop which will
be held online so that all family members can be a part of the evening. Please refer to the note
that went home with the link on it last week.

The school photographers are asking us to provide an opportunity for expressions of interest for
the photo package as they have a minimum requirement for attending Sacraments. Please
remember to access this link as soon as possible so that we can provide them with numbers.

The small white Confirmation cards are due back to school (via the tote box) as soon as
possible please. There is an
explanation note that accompanied
this with instructions for how to
complete it.

We wish our Year 6 Confirmation
Candidates all the best in their final
preparations and continue to keep
them in our prayers.

Have a wonderful long weekend and
stay safe if you are travelling on the
roads.

All the best,
Colleen Mahoney - Acting Principal
(Deputy Principal of Organisation and Faith)

2024 Sacramental Dates
Sacrament Year Level Time Date Family Workshop Nights

(online)

Confirmation

6G 5.30pm Weds 20th March

7pm Thursday 7th of March

6B 7.30pm Weds 20th March

6M 5.30pm Thurs 21st March

6W 7.30pm Thurs 21st March

Penance
(Reconciliation)

3G & 3B 6pm Thurs 20th June
Thursday 6th of June

3M & 3W 7.30pm Thurs 20th June

First Eucharist
(First Communion)

4G 5pm Parish Mass Sat 27th July

Thursday 25th July
4B 5pm Parish Mass Sat 3rd Aug



Sacrament Year Level Time Date Family Workshop Nights
(online)

4M 5pm Parish Mass Sat 10th Aug

4W 5pm Parish Mass Sat 17th Aug

Deputy Principal (Students, Sta� and Community)

Wellbeing at St Christopher’s

Dear Parents and Carers,

Working Together
There are times when parents contact teachers and/or a member of leadership or vice versa
about concerns about their child’s academic, social and/or emotional growth. When these
interactions occur, the best possible outcomes are those that are done in a respectful, trusting
and authentic manner. I take this opportunity to thank parents and carers who work together
with us, to get the best possible outcomes.

St Christopher’s Open Days
This week we have had four Open Day sessions. It has been pleasing to note the number of
families who have attended and been impressed with the facilities and programs we have to
offer.
A huge acknowledgement to our School Captains who spoke about their experiences at St
Christophers and genuinely showcased our school using their own words and thoughts. They
did an amazing job! Many thanks to our School House Leaders who were the welcoming faces
when parents arrived, ensuring they were welcomed and directed to the right place.

Attendance
School attendance is important.
It is the responsibility of parents/carers to ensure that your child attends school every day,
however if your child is sick do not send him/her to school. It is not fair to your child, his or her
classmates or our staff. As a school we have a legal obligation to monitor and track any
absences.

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school and
provide an explanation on each occasion as soon as possible, either prior to, or on the

day that your child will be away.

The contact method for ANY absences (sick, holiday, appointments, early pick up etc.)
is through direct email to (your child’s grade) away@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

All email addresses are found in the Parent Handbook 2024.
This helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children, and will fulfil your responsibility as a

parent/carer.
Thank you to parents and carers who follow these procedures.



RESPECT cards
Our ‘Respect Cards’ were launched this week with many children being ‘caught showing
respect when out on the yard’.

Let’s continue to recognise this trait, whether it be at school or at home.
Acknowledging this reinforces positive behaviour.
It is also helpful to explain to the child how this respect is shown, for
example: ‘You were very respectful when you were waiting at the gate to
let an adult through’ or ‘you showed great respect for your brother when
you helped him’.

Before School
Thank you to all our school community who are doing a fantastic job of ensuring safety before
the school day starts and following the expectations below:

Due to safety reasons, there are new arrangements for BEFORE SCHOOL
Starting from Monday, between 8:25 am and 8:40 am ALL students (and family members who are staying on the

grounds) are to stay in Yard 1 and Yard 2.

● Please do not congregate near classroom doors

● NO BALL GAMES and NO PLAYING ON PLAY EQUIPMENT during this time.

The announcement at 8:40am will indicate that students can proceed to walk to their classes.

Thank you for your cooperation regarding this matter

Positive Education Launch Day
On Thursday the 28th of March we are having a Positive Education Launch Day. This will be a
day when our children can dress in a colour from the STC Positive Education Model.
The day will include buddy activities, a whole school photo and snack on the oval.



Enjoy the long weekend. Stay safe.

Keep smiling.

Lina Vescio
Deputy Principal of Students, Staff and Community

English Leader

Dear Parents/Carers,
A primary goal of education is to help children develop fluent reading skills. Fluency is an
essential component of early reading instruction because of its strong relationship with reading
comprehension. To become literate, students must learn to become fluent readers. So, when it
comes to reading, what exactly does it mean to be fluent, and how can we help boost students'
reading fluency?



Oral reading fluency describes a student's ability to read aloud based on three primary
characteristics:

● Accuracy—The student correctly identifies and pronounces words as they come across
them in the text

● Speed—The student reads sentences at a rate of speech quickly enough to maintain
comprehension of what is being read

● Prosody (Expression)—The student recognises proper phrasing of questions,
statements, and other types of expression as they read, and they read aloud with proper
expression including phrasing and intonation

What differentiates fluent and non-fluent readers is their ability to read in a manner that satisfies
these elements of fluency automatically.

Fluency describes a set of foundational skills that are essential to developing literacy. In short,
fluency makes reading—and, as a result, learning—easier. Students fluent in reading will
struggle less with difficult words and will more easily comprehend complex topics.

Fluency and reading comprehension skill development might seem like different types of
language skills, but research shows they're closely linked. The relationship between fluency and
reading comprehension has been established in multiple studies. For example, Lai et al. (2014)
found that oral reading fluency accounted for almost all of the variability in reading
comprehension among Year 2 students. When students are fluent in reading, they automatically
understand which words they are reading in the text. Fluency allows readers to focus more on
the meaning of the words than the actual words themselves.

How to improve fluency in and out of the classroom:
Building fluency takes practice, but it's possible for every child. The key to mastering English
fluency is to read often, in and out of the classroom. Here are a few practical tips for parents
hoping to improve their child’s fluency development to help them become confident readers.

Read aloud to each other
Building fluency requires active participation from both children and adults. Read aloud to one
another. As the adult slowly reads, your child can follow along with their finger. At the end of
each page, have your child read aloud to the adult. As your child reads, the adult should gently
correct incorrect intonation or pronunciation.

Encourage expression
Expression, also called prosody, is a key indicator of comprehension. If children read aloud with
improper expression, like not raising the tone of their voice to indicate a question, they're likely
not understanding the sentence they're reading as a whole. Make storytime fun by reading with
exaggerated expression. Encourage hand movements, big facial expressions, and dramatic
tone of voice to help children comprehend the text. You can also choose an emotion before
reading and ask students to read aloud while expressing that emotion.

Read the same stories repeatedly
According to the National Reading Panel, repeated oral reading is the best way to improve
fluency. Some parents are wary of allowing children to re-read texts since children might



memorise the words; however, even if children do memorise the words, re-reading helps them
gain confidence in reading and focus greater attention on comprehension and expression. Prep
and Year 1 students are provided with a decodable passage on Seesaw each week that they
are asked to read and re-read as many times as possible for the purpose of improving oral
reading rate and fluency. Students at STC engage in paired fluency routines as part of their
daily classroom practice. Repeat reading is an excellent strategy to use both at home and at
school.

Read rhyming or rhythmic books
Rhyming and rhythmic books, like Dr. Seuss books, have a predictable canon. This can help
children become fluent by drawing their attention more keenly to the natural phrases and
expressions in the text. As they hear the rhythm, they deepen their understanding of intonation
and the relationships between sounds.

Happy reading everyone!

Naomi Martret
English Leader

Interschool Sports

23rd of February
During the second round of the 2024 Interschool Sports competition, our team visited St. Martin
de Porres Primary School. Exceptional sportsmanship was displayed by all our teams
throughout the morning. Each participant showcased their best abilities, making it a fantastic
day of sports. The event was enjoyable for everyone, and anticipation is building for next week's
match at home against Keilor Heights.

Scores below:

Girls Basketball- St Martins 31 def STC 2

Boys Basketball- St Martins 50 def STC 16
Girls Tennis Hot Shots- St Martins 8 def STC 4
Boys Tennis Hot Shots- St Martins 5 def by STC 7
Tee Ball Girls- St Martins 16 def by STC 28
Tee Ball Boys- St Martins 15 def by STC 34

1st of March

Round 3 began with yet another thrilling contest against formidable opponents from Keilor Heights
Primary School. Our Two TeeBall Teams and Mixed Basketball Team secured convincing victories, while
our other teams narrowly missed out on triumph at the final moments.



Scores below:

Girls Basketball: STC 4 def by KH 16
Boys Basketball: STC 43 def KH 13
Girls Tee ball: STC 22 def KH 16
Boys Tee ball: STC 28 def KH 9
Mixed Tennis: STC 6 (194) def by KH 6 (211)
Girls Tennis: STC 5 def by KH 7

District Swimming

26th of February
A fantastic day, and perfect conditions with our swimming squad demonstrating unwavering
determination and pride in their performances. A number of STC students advanced to the
divisional round, showcasing a fantastic result for our school. Congratulations to all the students

who participated on the day; they represented the school exceptionally well!



Positive Education



Important Notices

KEY UPCOMING DATES 2024

Monday 11 March Labour Day Public Holiday

Thursday 14 March Parent/Teacher Interviews - 12PM Finish

Wednesday 20 March Confirmation Mass
6G - 5:30PM 6B - 7:30PM

Thursday 21 March Confirmation Mass
6M - 5:30PM 6W - 7:30PM

Thursday 28 March End of Term 1 - 12PM Finish

Monday 15 April School Closure Day

Tuesday 16 April Start of Term 2
Colour Run

Thursday 25 April ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Friday 26 April School Closure Day



Community Information

Secure Early VIP Tickets

https://marnongestate.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb5b5dc45c6215936f57de3fb&id=bf1917c470&e=6191df31c3




Expression of Interest Forms - Click Here

https://forms.gle/zqmJ44vhhrqvfCF59





