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Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians,

The 2023 year has begun smoothly. I have been impressed by all of our students and their
beginning to the year and am happy to say that our students are behaving well, getting along
well and allowing their teachers to teach and their classmates to learn.

Recognising that we are such a large school, we continually strive to create a calm, gentle and
respectful environment for your children and an environment where children feel safe and can
learn. Lina Vescio has mentioned our school rules in the wellbeing section below. Lina and I
have been around to most grades (we will get to all of them in the coming days) to discuss
these rules and importantly why we have them. Your classroom teachers have had similar
conversations.

Through these rules and discussions we ask your children to:
● Act in a safe manner
● To be respectful to all members of the STC Community
● To always try their best
● To look after our school property
● To behave in a way that lets their teacher teach and their classmates learn.

There may be times where your child is struggling with these expectations. When this occurs
and you are informed by their teacher or a school leader I ask that you help your child own any
mistakes they have made, make up for them and importantly move on. Kids don’t like owning
their mistakes, it’s a very human default to say they didn’t do it or to blame others. However it’s
only through owning our mistakes that we can genuinely improve.



Pets
Please remember that dogs are not allowed to enter the school grounds, except for registered
assistance dogs.

Save the Date
Save the date for a Father’s Bowls Night which will be held on Friday 24th March.

Staying safe from mosquitoes
Recent wet and warm weather has increased mosquito breeding. Mosquitoes can carry
diseases that may be passed on to people through mosquito bites. A range of mosquito-borne
diseases have recently been detected in mosquitoes in northern Victoria. Mosquito-borne
diseases can cause serious illness, including infections of the brain, with children particularly at
risk.

The best way to prevent mosquito-borne diseases is to avoid mosquito bites.
In line with community health advice, families can protect against mosquito bites by:

● using insect repellent that contains picaridin or DEET on all exposed skin if outdoors
when mosquitoes are observed, from October to March.

● wearing long, loose-fitting clothing outdoors if possible if mosquitoes are around and
covering exposed skin as much as possible. Summer school uniforms, including polos
and shorts, can continue to be worn, but students should use insect repellent on exposed
skin if mosquitoes are active.

● limiting outdoor activity when mosquitoes are active.

Further information
● A handy guide to help protect you and your family from mosquito-borne disease.
● Better Health Channel information about preventing mosquito-borne diseases.

Kind regards,

Adrian Glasby
Principal

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-12/DH%202211311_Protect%20yourself%20from%20mosquitoes_DL%28F%29.pdf
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/mosquitoes-can-carry-diseases


KEY UPCOMING DATES 2023
Wednesday 15th February No preps at school (1:1 testing day)

Tuesday 21st February Shrove Tuesday (PFA will be organising pancakes,more info soon)

Wednesday 22nd February No preps at school (1:1 testing day)            Ash Wednesday

Thursday 23rd February SCHOOL PHOTO DAY - Full School Uniform required (Sibling
Photos are also on this day)

- Order forms to be received shortly via email.
Prep Information Night - 7pm (Save the date - Invitation coming)

Monday 27th February Easter Egg Drive begins - Cadbury (run by PFA)

Wednesday 1st March No preps at school (1:1 testing day)

Wednesday 8th March Preps first Wednesday onsite

Thursday 9th March Grade 4-6 Police/Sport Day

Monday 13th March Labour Day Public Holiday - School closed

15 - 27 March NAPLAN

Friday 17th March Casual Clothes Day

Thursday 23rd March 12pm finish for students
Parent/Teacher Interviews 12:30pm - 7:30pm

Wednesday 29th March Sacrament of Confirmation 5.30pm for 6G and 7.30pm for 6B

Thursday 30th March Sacrament of Confirmation 5.30pm for 6M and 7.30pm for 6W

Friday 31st March School Closure Day

Thursday 6th April End of Term 1 - 12pm finish (Casual Clothes Day)

Friday 7th April Good Friday Public Holiday

Monday 10th - 21st April SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Monday 24th April School Closure Day

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day - No School

Wednesday 26th April Term 2 commences

PREPS ARE NOT REQUIRED AT SCHOOL ON THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY’S:

15th, 22nd February and 1st March



Deputy Principal (Organisation and Faith)

Religious Education at St Christopher’s

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the 2023 school year! It has been a wonderful start to the year and we look forward
to all of the activities and opportunities that this year will bring. After a massive effort with catch
ups in 2022, our Sacramental Program is back on track this year. At STC we celebrate the
Sacraments in the following year levels:

● Year 3 - Reconciliation
● Year 4 - First Communion (children must have made their Reconciliation prior to

presenting for this Sacrament)
● Year 6 - Confirmation (children must have made their Reconciliation and First

Communion prior to presenting for this Sacrament).

Children who are presenting for a Sacrament must be a baptised Catholic. If your child has
missed a Sacrament, please contact me (cmahoney@stcapw.catholic.edu.au) in order to be
included in the program this year. If your child is new to the school and you intend to present
them for a Sacrament, please check that they have the prerequisites as listed above. Any child
who is not a Catholic will be very welcome to attend on the day of the Sacrament to receive a
blessing and be fully involved in the celebrations. All children are involved in the classroom
learning, rehearsals and preparations.

Term 1 is always a busy one and this year seems to be no exception. We have lots to look
forward to.

Ash Wednesday
On Wednesday the 22nd of February we will be celebrating Ash Wednesday. Our Year 3-6
children have been invited by Fr Peter to attend the Parish Mass. There will be more information
to come. We will collect some blessed ashes at that mass to bring back to school for our Year 1
and 2 children who will have a prayer service afterwards. Our preps are not at school on that
day, however the teachers will talk to them about it the following day.

STC Prays with Me
During Term 4 last year we introduced a whole school prayer service which occurs once a week.
Our classes all stop on a Monday morning to pray together during a whole school Google Meet.
We will be continuing this during 2023 and will be calling on our classes and School Captains to
be an active part of this. Classes pray regularly together, but this is an opportunity for our whole
school to stop and to reflect on scripture, prayers, liturgical themes, special feast days and
more.

mailto:cmahoney@stcapw.catholic.edu.au


Catholic Education Week
After the Labour Day Public holiday, we will be celebrating Catholic Education Week. There will
be special activities and the children will be able to dress up in either green for St Patrick’s Day
or orange for No Bullying Day, which falls on the Friday of that week (17th March). More
information to come.

The Sacrament of Confirmation
Our Year 6 children will be presenting for their Confirmation this term. We will host a
Sacramental Workshop night for Year 6 families on Wednesday the 15th of March via Zoom.
The details will come out closer to the time.
The actual ceremonies will be held at the following times and days:

● Wednesday 29th March: 6G at 5.30pm and 6B at 7.30pm
● Thursday 30th March: 6M at 5.30pm and 6W at 7.30pm

There will be a note coming home in the coming week with further details about the stole,
choosing a Sponsor, the workshop night, the requirements of the mass and other information.
Please look out for the note and return the bottom part of it to the school office via the tote box.

Looking for Help Please
I have purchased four different colours of fabric in order to replace our prayer cloths throughout
the school. Unfortunately the material has arrived on rolls, rather than in pre-cut one metre
lengths. If anyone has access to haberdashery scissors and would be willing to cut the material
into individual metre lengths, please let me know. I have a 30 metre roll of each of the following
colours: white, purple, red and green material.

Lots More to Come
That is just the start of what we have in store for this term. There will be other opportunities for
gathering and praying together in classes, year levels, school and as a community.

Kindest regards,

Colleen Mahoney
Deputy Principal of Organisation and Faith



Deputy Principal (Students, Sta� and Community)

Wellbeing at St Christopher’s
What a great start I have had to the St. Christopher’s community with a warm welcome from
staff, students and families. Thank you to all who have said hello or introduced themselves or I
have been able to have a chat with, or have simply smiled. My biggest challenge at the moment
is remembering people’s names but I am sure I will slowly get there.

It has been so pleasing to see our children coming into the gates in the morning with a smile on
their faces prepared for their day at school.

As a way to ease into school life over the first 3-4 weeks of the year, learning has been based
on ‘Learning To Learn and Be Safe’. This time is essential in developing safe practices, routines
and expectations. It is also a time for students to connect with their new teachers and peers so
that they feel a strong sense of belonging and connection to one another.

A selection of lessons from key topics include:
● School rules and expectations
● Personal strengths
● Help seeking
● Problem solving
● Positively cope with challenges

The right for students to learn and feel safe is
underpinned by our clearly articulated and
well-promoted standards of behaviour that we
set at STCs. Standards of behaviour should also
extend to online environments. Setting clear
online standards of behaviour helps to prevent
cyber-bullying and helps to keep students safe
from predatory behaviours. Learning during this
early part of the year is vital in establishing safe,
respectful and responsible practices when
online. As parents/guardians we encourage you
to establish clear expectations when your
children are online at home.

Here are our school’s behaviour expectations.
When all members of the school community
follow these rules, we can work and play
together, safely, responsibly and respectfully.

Keep smiling

Lina Vescio
Deputy Principal of Students, Staff and Community



ENGLISH TARGET TEACHING

We are very lucky at STC to have a suite of interventions to help support and extend our
students. Our Target Teaching English programs are due to begin on Monday 27th February.
This year, we will be offering the following programs:

- General Prep Target Teaching
- Group Reading, Rereading Easy Text Aloud Daily(GRREAD)-Years 1-2 and Prep in

Semester 2
- MiniLit Program: Year 1 and Year 2
- MacqLit Program: Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5
- General English Target Teaching: Years 3-6
- Writing Support: Years 3-5
- Reading Enrichment: Year 3 and Year 4

If your child has been selected to participate in a program such as MiniLit, MacqLit, GRREAD,
Writing Groups or Reading Enrichment, you will receive a letter outlining the program in the
week prior to the program starting. You will need to sign that you have received notification of
the program before your child can participate. General Target Teaching groups are more fluid
and form part of our everyday practice. Children will move in and out of these support groups as
needed and no formal notification is required for this support. Students are selected for support
based on school data and assessments. School data will also direct the choice of support
programs offered for that year and are subject to change.

Naomi Martret
English Leader

MATHS TARGET TEACHING

All Maths support and extension programs at St Christopher's will begin shortly: Years 3 and 5
will begin on Monday 20th February and Years 1, 2, 4 and 6 will commence on Monday
27th February. Students are selected for the programs following detailed analysis of school
based Maths data and assessments at the end of 2022 and at the start of this year. The
programs provided in Semester 1 (Terms 1 and 2) are as follows:

- Foundations in Numeracy (Year 1 - 2)
- Maths Target Teaching (Year 2 - 6)
- Maths Extension ( Year 3 - 6)
- Modified Maths (Year 6)

If your child has been selected, you will receive a letter, which you will need to sign to let us
know that you have received notification. The letter will outline the purpose of each program and
their structure, such as the number of sessions per week and the names of the teachers who
will be working with the children in the program. Please note that these groups are constantly
monitored and students may move in and out of these groups as needed, and parents will be
informed of any changes.

Conchita Thomas
Maths Leader



ST CHRISTOPHER’S DIGITAL CITIZENS

Over the past week the Year 1, 2 and 3 students have been involved in Digital Wellbeing and Digital
Citizenship, Seesaw and Chromebook sessions.

In these sessions, students have explored ways that they could keep themselves and others safe online.
They were encouraged to think critically when interacting online and understand the importance of
knowing when a trusted adult's help is needed.

Students in Year 1 were introduced to the Mighty Heroes characters on the eSafety Commissioners
website. These videos have helped to lead a discussion about identifying body clues that tell us that
something doesn’t feel right and telling a trusted adult when they feel unsure or unsafe.

Year 2 and Year 3 students have read extracts from the book ‘Jack Changes the Game’ to develop their
understanding of how devices can be lots of fun but we need to know how to use them safely. In
addition, students in Year 3 have practised online safety by creating a smart username and avatar.

Year 3 students also had their first Chromebook session where they have learnt how to care for and use
their new devices for learning. Year 3 families have also participated in an online
training module about the Chromebook Program at STCs. We thank all families for
their commitment to this.
In the coming weeks our Year 1 to Year 6 students will be independently uploading
to their own Seesaw journals. It has been great to support the students who are new
to this and to help them use Seesaw and its features to share their learning and
achievements with their parents and teachers in real-time.
This is one way in which we can positively and safely use technology in our modern world.

I trust that the STC digital citizens have come home from school enthused and eager to share their
learning with you.

Steph Zammit
DT/ICT & OHS Leader

https://www.esafety.gov.au/educators/classroom-resources/mighty-heroes/mighty-heroes-student-page


CURRICULUM DAYS 2023
These are days where sta� are involved in Professional Learning and the school is closed.

Before and After School care runs a program for children on these days.

Friday March 31 Staff Religious Education Development

Monday April 24 Staff Positive Education Training

Monday November 6 (Day prior to Melbourne Cup Day) Staff Report Writing Day

Tuesday December 19 Last day of School - 12.30pm finish

2023 Term Dates
Start date Finish date

Term 2 26 April 23 June

Term 3 10 July 15 September

Term 4 2 October 19 December



Away Emails

PREP Grade 4

pgaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pbaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pmaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pwaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 1 Grade 5

1gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 2 Grade 6

2gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 3

3gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au



2023 Timetable
SCHOOL HOURS

8.25 am School opens for arrival of students. Students to stay and play in Yard 2 and oval area
until 8.40am, when classes open.

8.40 am Classes open.

8.50 am School commences, children are to be in class at this time.

(Arrival after this time is considered late, children are then to go to the office to scan their bag tag
before going to class).

3.20 pm Bell to end school – MONDAY TO THURSDAY ONLY

3.00 pm Bell to end school – FRIDAY ONLY

RECESS 11.00 am to 11.40am LUNCH 1.40 pm to 2.20 pm

* Please avoid collecting your child during these times.*

PE DAY - Sport uniform to be worn on this day
Monday

1G 1B 1M 1W 2G 2B 6G 6B 6M 6W

Tuesday

3G 3B 3M 3W 4M 4W 5B 5M

Wednesday

PG PB PM PW 5G

Thursday

2M 2W 4G 4B 5W

Friday  - Whole School wears sports uniform



















COMMUNITY INFORMATION






