
ST CHRISTOPHER'S PRIMARY SCHOOL

Newsletter

34 Roberts Road, Phone: (03) 9338 3591
Airport West VIC. 3042 Email: info@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Website: www.stcapw.catholic.edu.au

PRINCIPAL                       DEPUTY PRINCIPAL                          DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
Organisation & Faith             Students, Sta� & Community

Adrian Glasby                        Colleen Mahoney                                     Lina Vescio

Term 1, Week 5
23 February 2023

Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

Finally after what seems like an eternity our resurfaced oval will be up and running this coming
Monday 27 February. I am sure the children will be really excited. It looks fantastic and will be a
much better surface than it previously was. As all our students will be keen to get out and have
a play, we will timetable Year Levels during recess and lunch so as to create a safe play space.

Thank you to the PNF committee for organising Shrove Tuesday pancakes. They were beautiful
and it was wonderful to see the enjoyment our children got out of them. Yesterday our Year 3-6
students attended Ash Wednesday Mass with our Parish. I was proud of the reverence they
showed particularly when they walked so calmly into Church. The Year 1 and 2 children had
their own special Ash Wednesday liturgy with their class.

On a less exciting note. I have been very disappointed in the way our students have been
treating our toilets. This was a disappointing trend that began last year and I had hoped would
stop as students moved through the school. It hasn’t. This year already we have had graffiti,
broken toilet seats, children climbing on the partitions and damaging them and broken cisterns.
This is happening in both boys and girls toilets. I know this will be a small group of children
doing this but it is becoming a serious problem. I have spoken to classes and the whole school
about this issue. I ask that you please address this issue with your child/ren and ask them to
report damage or offenders to their teachers.

Kind regards,

Adrian Glasby
Principal



KEY UPCOMING DATES 2023
Monday 27th February Easter Egg Drive begins - Cadbury (run by PFA)

Wednesday 1st March No preps at school (1:1 testing day)

Wednesday 8th March Preps first Wednesday onsite

Thursday 9th March Grade 4-6 Police/Sport Day

Monday 13th March Labour Day Public Holiday - School Closed

15 - 27 March NAPLAN

Friday 17th March Casual Clothes Day

Thursday 23rd March 12pm finish for students

Parent/Teacher Interviews 12:30pm - 7:30pm

Wednesday 29th March Sacrament of Confirmation 5.30pm for 6G and 7.30pm for 6B

Thursday 30th March Sacrament of Confirmation 5.30pm for 6M and 7.30pm for 6W

Friday 31st March School Closure Day

Thursday 6th April End of Term 1

12pm finish (Casual Clothes Day)

Friday 7th April Good Friday Public Holiday

Monday 10th - 21st April SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Monday 24th April School Closure Day

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day - No School

Wednesday 26th April Term 2 commences

PREPS ARE NOT REQUIRED AT SCHOOL ON: Wednesday 1st March

2024 Prep Enrolments are OPEN

Visit our website: www.stcapw.catholic.edu.au
to complete an online enrolment form.

2024 Enrolments CLOSE Friday 31st March

http://www.stcapw.catholic.edu.au/


Deputy Principal (Organisation and Faith)

Religious Education at St Christopher’s

Dear Parents and Guardians,

This week is a special one in our Liturgical Calendar as we focus on Shrove Tuesday and Ash
Wednesday. Thank you so much to Amanda and Belinda from the Parents and Friends who
co-ordinated an exciting and delicious pancake day. “The Little Dutch Pancakes'' team and our
Parents and Friends volunteers did an amazing job of supplying hundreds of orders for our
children. Thank you to the team!

On Wednesday our Year 3-6 children
attended the Parish Mass for Ash
Wednesday. It was wonderful to be able to
take our children back to mass after a long
break. The Year 1 and 2 children had
special prayer services in their classrooms
and received ashes that were blessed
during the Parish Mass.

During our whole school Monday morning
prayer time (we call this ‘STC Prays with Me’), we shared the Gospel reading for Ash
Wednesday with our classes and broke it down into sections to better understand the meaning
of it.

Our classes all have Project Compassion boxes in them
so that the children can bring in some spare coins to
donate towards the Lenten Caritas collections. This is
one way that we can actively make a positive difference
to others. Our children often used to donate their change
from their canteen orders to Project Compassion, but
now that the orders are all online we are aware that
there will be less opportunities for this. Please feel free
to send in some spare change if you wish to contribute.

The Sacrament of Confirmation
Our Year 6 children received a pink note last week with all of the information needed about
Confirmation. There was a section on this note which requires a parent signature and then for it
to be returned to school. Please send this in as soon as possible if you have not yet done so.

Other Sacraments - A Reminder
Children who are presenting for a Sacrament must be a baptised Catholic. If your child has
missed a Sacrament, please contact me (cmahoney@stcapw.catholic.edu.au) in order to be

mailto:cmahoney@stcapw.catholic.edu.au


included in the program this year. If your child is new to the school and you intend to present
them for a Sacrament, please check that they have the prerequisites as listed above. Any child

who is not a Catholic will be very welcome to attend on the day of the Sacrament to receive a
blessing and be fully involved in the celebrations. All children are involved in the classroom
learning, rehearsals and preparations.

Class Masses
Our class masses resume next week on Thursday the 2nd
of March at 9.30am. Our classes will attend the Parish mass
as a year level, with their teachers in attendance. This will
be an opportunity to experience mass with their classmates
and teachers in a Parish setting, with a focus on learning
about how to show reverence in Church, how to pray as a
collective group and to be a part of a congregation at St
Christopher's Parish. These masses are fairly brief and
families are welcome to attend if they wish. The timetable
for these masses for the remainder of the term are as
follows:

● 2nd March - Year 2
● 9th March - Year 1
● 16th March - Year Prep

As all of the other year levels will be attending the Ash
Wednesday mass, we have prioritised our junior classes for
these upcoming masses.

Family Masses
The Parish has invited our families to come along to Saturday evening 5pm masses on the
weekends. These masses are for all STC families who would like to participate. If you would like
to attend one of these family masses, simply come along on the night. There is no need to let us
know, as this is entirely Parish based. Children are to sit with their parents on the night.

You are welcome to any of the Parish masses, however the following dates have been allocated
to particular year levels and Fr Peter will welcome the classes during his mass.

Term 1 Term 2

Have a wonderful rest of the week.

Kindest regards,

Colleen Mahoney
Deputy Principal of Organisation and Faith



Deputy Principal (Students, Sta� and Community)

Wellbeing at St Christopher’s

Dear Parents and Carers,

During our first four weeks of school our classes have been doing lots of work around ‘Learning
To Learn’ with a strong link to wellbeing and establishing routines and class practises. As the
children have come into a new year level, they have been able to do a variety of activities to get
to know their teachers (and vice versa, the teachers are getting to know them), connect with
each other and feel that they belong.

Here is a snapshot of some of the highlights of our ‘Learning To Learn’ time:

During the Learning to Learn unit, prep students were given the opportunity to practise being a
part of school life. They explored classroom routines, structures and expectations through role
play. Children enjoyed developing relationships with one another and their teacher, as well as
how to work effectively in a team.



In Year 2 we looked deeply into 'Friendship,' during the Learning to Learn time. We examined
what makes a good friend, how we can be a good friend, making new friendships and how we
can resolve conflict with friends.

A fun activity was creating a recipe for a ‘Friendship Pie’ First we read the classic story ‘Enemy
Pie’ by Derek Munson, then we discussed what ingredients make a good friendship like having
a playdate, sharing our belongings, listening to each other, helping our friend and then we
turned these ingredients into a recipe.

Our Year 5’s had a 'World of Maths' incursion. This incursion immersed and engaged the Year 5
students in 'hands on' activities that covered many facets of the Maths curriculum. They enjoyed
all the activities and spent a very fruitful hour working together to solve a variety of problems.

The Grade Five students have also used the VIA Institute on Character Strengths website to
determine their top 5 strengths. Each student has decorated a puzzle piece with their strengths



listed to create a whole class puzzle. We are going to use our strengths to help us through
challenges and work towards achieving our goals. The students loved seeing their strengths
and comparing them to their classmates. There were many discussions with the similarities and
differences as well as learning about strengths they may not have heard of before.

It is through these experiences that our children develop a sense of safety, inclusivity and
respect for one another. The past 4 weeks, with the work around wellbeing, children have had
an opportunity to establish themselves so that they can have the capacity to achieve their full
potential. This journey in enhancing our children’s wellbeing continues with the explicit teaching
of our Positive Education Program as well as lessons with our specialist Positive Education
teacher, Prue Haggerty. More details about this in our next newsletter.

Developing routines and expectations are also essential at home. This includes the time after
school: extra curricular activities, doing homework, play time, meal times and preparation for
bedtimes. It also includes the routines of the morning. We understand that mornings can be
pretty hectic times in family households however developing a consistent routine ensures a
smooth transition into school. As parents and carers of our children, we thank you for getting
your children to school on time, ready to start each day of learning.

Keep smiling

Lina Vescio
Deputy Principal of Students, Staff and Community



HOMEWORK:   PREP - YEAR 6

Regarding 2022 Homework Survey

Dear Parents/Carers,

Thankyou again for your participation in the homework survey last year. We have been able to
review all the responses as a whole staff and will be using that information to guide us this year
when planning homework.

Overall, we had 232 surveys completed, covering all year levels. From that we found out the
following:

● 83% found that their child’s time spent on homework was the same or less than the time
the school suggested;

● 75% indicated that the amount of homework was adequate for their child;
● 82% found that the type of homework that their child was completing was beneficial

towards consolidating and revising their learning;
● 82% agreed that homework was appropriate to their child’s level of understanding.

In terms of teacher feedback to parents, about their child’s progress or completion of homework,
66% identified that feedback was ‘given as required’ up to and including the option of
‘frequently’. This was perhaps the area of greatest variation amongst levels and this week, staff
were able to review this area to try to ensure greater consistency and clarity with parents
around feedback for their level. So just to clarify STC’S expectations around homework
feedback: teachers are expected to correct and sign or sight the homework, they are not
expected to provide feedback every week to parents around the homework, only when required.
Some examples of where feedback to parents is required include:

- homework that is incomplete
- highlighting positive aspects
- alerting you to concerns

This may be communicated via:
- Seesaw
- Email
- Diaries
- Written in the homework book

Homework will be given from this Friday 24th February. Please keep in touch with your
child’s classroom teacher if at any time there are concerns around homework specific to the
needs of your child and / or family. We understand from the survey that the manageability of
homework for some families is at times a challenge and would encourage you to discuss this
with your child’s teacher to ensure that families and students feel supported and we can work
together to ensure optimum learning outcomes for your child.

Conchita Thomas
Curriculum Team Leader: Maths, Inquiry, Assessment and Reporting Data



MATHS NEWS

During our 'Learning to Learn' unit this term, the Grade 5 and 6 students
participated in a Maths incursion presented by World of Maths. The activities were
interactive and hands-on, allowing  the students to work collaboratively to solve a
range of maths problems. The session reinforced the idea that students need to
develop a growth mind-set when challenged with new concepts. When students

were in the 'learning pit', they were able to use the full sensory experience of
listening, watching, reading, discussing and manipulating ideas with their hands,
to come up with solutions. The sessions highlighted that the learning journey and

persisting with a problem is more important than the actual outcome.

Sonya Gerace
Year 5 / 6 Mathematics Leader
Maths Target Teacher



SPORT

St Peter’s 3 vs STC 3 Friday 17 February 2023
We kicked off the first round of interschool sport this week. St Peter’s provided very strong
opposition across all sports. Our tee ball girls’ team had a great win while the remainder of our
teams couldn’t get over the line against their opponents. Scores below:

Girls Basketball: STP 38 def STC 16
Boys Basketball: STP 27 def STC 16
Girls Tee ball: STP 9 def by STC 17
Boys Tee ball: STP 19 def STC 14
Mixed Tennis: STP 10 def STC 2
Girls Tennis: STP 7 def STC 5

Michael Costello
P.E. Specialist Teacher

PARENTS & FRIENDS COMMITTEE



CURRICULUM DAYS 2023
These are days where sta� are involved in Professional Learning and the school is closed.

Before and After School care runs a program for children on these days.

Friday March 31 Staff Religious Education Development

Monday April 24 Staff Positive Education Training

Monday November 6 (Day prior to Melbourne Cup Day) Staff Report Writing Day

Tuesday December 19 Last day of School - 12.30pm finish

2023 Term Dates
Start date Finish date

Term 2 26 April 23 June

Term 3 10 July 15 September

Term 4 2 October 19 December



Away Emails

PREP Grade 4

pgaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pbaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pmaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

pwaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 4waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 1 Grade 5

1gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

1waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 5waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 2 Grade 6

2gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

2waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au 6waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

Grade 3

3gaway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3baway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3maway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au

3waway@stcapw.catholic.edu.au



2023 Timetable
SCHOOL HOURS

8.25 am School opens for arrival of students. Students to stay and play in Yard 2 and oval area
until 8.40am, when classes open.

8.40 am Classes open.

8.50 am School commences, children are to be in class at this time.

(Arrival after this time is considered late, children are then to go to the office to scan their bag tag
before going to class).

3.20 pm Bell to end school – MONDAY TO THURSDAY ONLY

3.00 pm Bell to end school – FRIDAY ONLY

RECESS 11.00 am to 11.40am LUNCH 1.40 pm to 2.20 pm

* Please avoid collecting your child during these times.*

PE DAY - Sport uniform to be worn on this day
Monday

1G 1B 1M 1W 2G 2B 6G 6B 6M 6W

Tuesday

3G 3B 3M 3W 4M 4W 5B 5M

Wednesday

PG PB PM PW 5G

Thursday

2M 2W 4G 4B 5W

Friday  - Whole School wears sports uniform













COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Register via the QR code or this link: https://forms.gle/6aua5UAqhjTw1DMq8

https://forms.gle/6aua5UAqhjTw1DMq8


CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE - Competition: $2,000 in fees to be won!
All families are welcome to enter the following competition to win $2,000 worth of school fees.
To enter visit:  catholicschoolsguide.com.au/competition See flyer below.






