
12 May 2022

Message From Adrian

Dear parents and carers,

Term two is well underway. We currently have a lot of students away. The
majority of these cases are not Covid related but seem to be related to colds
and this flu like illness that seems to be all around us at the moment. Some of
our classes have almost 50 percent of our children away from school on the
worst days. Please remember not to send your child to school if they are sick as
we have had to send a number of children home who are not well. Obviously
we have the same issue with our staff so we continue to have replacement
teachers in grades where needed. We appreciate your understanding with this,
as we do everything we can to keep the STC show on the road. Our leaders
and other teachers continue to support replacement teachers to make sure they
understand the expectations and work that we do at STC. Our students have
continued to maintain their focus and attention on their learning.

Michael Costello
I’m pretty sure that Michael would not want me to mention this but I think I
should. Michaell was involved with his brother in law in a real act of bravery that
no doubt saved people's lives over the last Christmas holidays.

The official Citation says

On 24th January 2021, Michael Costello and Adam Smith (brother in-law) rescued two men from drowning at
Separation Creek Beach. They used a child's boogie board and mini surfboard to keep the men afloat and
bring them back to shore.  They both received a Certificate of Merit at the Royal Humane Society of
Australasia Bravery Award Ceremony on the 5th of May 2022.

What it doesn’t say is that the beach was extremely rough that day and two men got themselves caught in a
rip. Mick went out on his own at first armed only with a boogie board and kept them afloat and faced
with massive waves, a rip and rocks, with his brother in law (who arrived shortly after) managed to save their
lives.

Well done Mick!



Michael being presented his award by his wife Alex in front of the Governor of Victoria,  The Honourable
Linda Dessau

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you all had a well deserved and restful break (Again, I can’t believe we are in week 3 already).
Last term was a long one wasn’t it?  Hopefully you were able to get in some quality family time and the
children were able to refresh and restore themselves, ready for another great and consistent term of
school.

As mentioned my family were able to get away to Apollo Bay for a few days and had an amazing time.  If
you are looking for a family holiday destination, it’s a great one with the beautiful stretch of beach that is
Apollo Bay, the Marengo reef marine sanctuary and the stunning Otway ranges in the hills (the tree top
walk is a must).  Our children loved exploring the beautiful different natural landscapes of the Great
Ocean Road; it was a wonderful opportunity to disconnect from work and technology and practice being
mindful and present with each other.



Positive Education has commenced

I have previously written about the change over we are undertaking from our Mindfulness program to
having Positive Education as our new Specialist Subject.  I would like to welcome Prue Haggerty who
has been employed as our Positive Education teacher, Prue comes to us from the Government system
having had considerable experience with the sectors Positive Behaviour programs.  Prue has
commenced Positive Education lessons with our Gold and Blue class cohorts this term.

The STC Positive Education program is based on Geelong Grammar’s Institute of Positive Education
PEEC curriculum.  We are also tailoring our approach to our STC community’s needs through the
formation of a Wellbeing Science team with teachers from all grades represented, that is working with
leading Positive Education consultant David Bott (Former Associate Director at the Institute of Positive
Education) to further our knowledge, skills and practice in line with current research in the field.

This work contributes a large part towards our school’s Wellbeing School Improvement Goal:

To develop the skills, knowledge and dispositions to know ourselves, empathise with others and be full
flourishing individuals.

Wellbeing Garden

Last newsletter I wrote asking for recommendations or anyone who might have been interested in taking
on the work of designing and landscaping our Wellbeing garden that is to be financed from our generous
anonymous donors.

The garden is to be constructed on the grassed area behind the grade 2 building, next to the oval.  We
envisage it to be a calm and tranquil place that acts as another passive play area for our students during
recess and lunch and is accessible to our community to use for reflection and learning during the
learning blocks.



I am still on the search for Landscapers, Landscaper Architects etc from our Community that would be
interested in working on the project.  Our thoughts were, it would be great to be able to give back to the
community and business who were hit hard during the pandemic.

Please email me: djohnstone@stcapw.catholic.edu.au with your interest.

Mobile Phones and Smart Watches at School

A reminder that the STC Mobile phone and Smart Watch (those capable of giving and receiving
calls/messages) policy requires students have mobile phones kept away in their bags as they enter the
school gates, they are not to have their phones out or use them within school grounds.  Upon arrival into
classrooms, all students are required to hand in their Mobile Phones and Smart Watches to their
teachers who will lock them away safely for the day and return them at the end of day.

All urgent communications to staff and students can be made via the office.  We appreciate your
cooperation with this matter.

Stay safe, stay healthy, stay connected,

Denis Johnstone
Deputy Principal - Students, Staff, Community

Religious Education

Dear Parents

School Closure Day
As you will have seen in our previous newsletters, our school will be closed on Tuesday the 7th of
June. Our staff will be working closely with Fr Rob Galea who will be providing us with opportunities for
faith formation and scripture. Our school closure days are usually on a Monday or Friday, so please
make a note of this date for your diary.

Sacraments
Our classes in years 3 and 4 are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) in the
last week of this term. There will be a note coming home next week with more information, however if
there are any students in year 5 who are Catholic and have not yet made this Sacrament or their First
Communion, please let me know so that I can include your child in with the upcoming groups this year
prior to Confirmation in 2023.

Family Week
As you may be aware, CatholicCare has been a great support to our school community in recent years.
They offer a range of support services and work with schools, parent communities and individuals to
provide resources, support, counselling and much more. If you think that CatholicCare can be of some

mailto:djohnstone@stcapw.catholic.edu.au


assistance to you at this time, they have a range of options that can be viewed and accessed by visiting
https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/directory/services . Alternatively, if you wish to make a donation
towards their great work, this can be made at https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/donations .

To celebrate our school families, we would love to highlight a special family recipe that you might have
regularly at your home. If you would like to be involved, simply come
together as a family and create your favourite family meal. Send the
details and recipe to the following link and then email a photograph of you
all sharing in the meal, creating it or a photo of the finished product. All
details are in the form and we will select some of these for upcoming
newsletters, school communications such as SeeSaw or the teachers may
share these with the children. The link is below -

https://forms.gle/CeRdBGZmVX6FvMwN6

Blessed are we as each of us contributes to the identity of our family.
Blessed are we as we take joy in the events that we share.
Blessed are we as we support each other through the difficult times that
come our way.
Blessed are we as we acknowledge who we are as a family.
Blessed are we when against all odds our family shines through with the love we have for each member
and the love we share with others.
Taken from the CatholicCare Victoria Family Week Pack Resource

Wishing you all the best,
Colleen Mahoney.
Deputy Principal of Organisation and Faith.

SPORT 9 May, 2022

District Cross Country

On a very chilly morning our students travelled to
Brimbank Park to compete in the Buckley District
Cross Country Carnival. The competition was
strong but our keen runners stood up to the task
and won the overall shield by 50 points! Our
students showed determination, a strong will and
resilience to get such a result. We have 18 top 10
finishers who progress through to the divisional
round on the 1st of June at Brimbank Park.

Well done !

https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/directory/services
https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/donations
https://forms.gle/CeRdBGZmVX6FvMwN6


STC vs St Martin’s
29 April, 2022

St Martin’s travelled to our home turf this week. Our football team had a tough tussle across 4 quarters
and eventually came away 9 point winners. Kai Laidler played a brave game while Brock Fletcher, Noah
Caporrimo and Tyler McBride all played brilliantly. Our girl’s netball team had a 5 point loss,While our
mixed team had a dominant 25 point win with Celeste Cruz and Alex Beggs both scoring multiple goals.
Our girls volleyball team remained undefeated with a strong 2 set win while our mixed team went down
by two sets. Scores below:

Volleyball Girls: STC 2 def STM 0
Volleyball Boys: STC 0 def by STM 2
Netball Girls: STC 4 def by STM 9
Netball Mixed: STC 25 def STM 0
AFL Mixed: STC 25 def STM 16

STC vs St Therese’s

29 April, 2022

Close rivals, St. Therese's came to Roberts Road for the second round of interschool sport this week.
Our football team played a brilliant team game winning by 62 points against a very strong opposition. Our
girl’s netball team suffered a loss against highly fancied opponents, however our mixed side had a 27
point win. The STC volleyball train travelled smoothly winning both games, Tim McWhinney and Dakota
Docherty played great games for their respective teams. Well done to all involved, our best result against
St Therese’s in over a decade. Scores below.

Volleyball Girls: STC 2 def STT 0
Volleyball Boys: STC 2 def STT 0
Netball Girls: STC 3 def by STT 38
Netball Mixed: STC 34 def STT 6
AFL Mixed: STC 69 def STT 7



ART ROOM NEWS

Hello from the Art Room,

Welcome back to Term 2
.
It’s been so great to have a full term of Art lessons with Maroon and White classes
and I’m looking forward to seeing the children in Gold and Blue classes in term 3 and 4.

The children and I sure are loving being back in the Art Room. The kids have been
enjoying learning about our “Famous Artists of the Month”- and so far we have
looked at the work of Alexander Calder, Sidney Nolan and Pablo Picasso. See
the pictures below of some of the amazing masterpieces the children have created.

We’ve had lots of fun creating and making Art and we have been focussing on
learning new skills and experimenting and practising with different art supplies and
methods to help develop Fine Motor Skills this term.

Fine motor skills are the ability to make movements using the small muscles in our
hands and wrists.



Fine motor skills, just like reading and counting, need continued practice to develop and strengthen.
In this very digital and technology focussed world, fine motor skills can often take a back seat.
If you’ve noticed that your child has difficulty tying shoelaces or knots, using scissors to cut things or
holding a pencil for long periods of time, then they may need help with improving their fine motor skills.

To help improve Fine Motor skills every 2 weeks in the newsletter I’ll have an article with tips and an
activity that children can do to strengthen and develop these muscles and skills.

THIS WEEKS ACTIVITY.

Playdough activities are a great way to help your child develop fine motor skills. Play Doh is not only
great fun and helps with creativity but it’s also great for strengthening the muscles in the hand.
The squeezing, pinching, rolling and pulling movements build strength and help develop these small
muscles that help so much with pencil grip, handwriting and letter formation.

Here is a quick and easy Play Doh recipe that will be fun to make and it will keep the children entertained
for hours. Click on the highlighted links.

Easy no cook Play Doh Recipe

Ingredients

▢1 cup all-purpose flour
▢1/4 cup fine table salt (I like to blend it to a powder first. See note)
▢1 teaspoon cream of tartar
▢1/2 tablespoon vegetable oil
▢1/2 cup boiling water
▢Food colouring (about 15-20 drops for bold colours and half for pastels)

Instructions

1. In a plastic bowl, whisk together flour, salt, and cream of tartar.
2. Make a well in the centre of the bowl and add vegetable oil, boiling water and
food colouring.
3. Using a rubber spatula, stir until a dough forms, add a little bit more flour if
needed. (It’s ok to add in more food colouring at this point if needed just be sure to
really work it into the dough)
4. When the dough is cool enough to touch, use your hands to further incorporate
the flour and knead until all flour in incorporated and dough is soft and uniform in
colour
5. Let playdough cool completely before playing with it.
6. Store the playdough in a sandwich bag and place the sandwich bags in an air-
tight food storage container. Store room temperature, no need to refrigerate.

https://divascancook.com/how-to-make-homemade-playdough-recipe/


Once you’ve made your Play Doh, click the links below to see some fun ideas to
strengthen hand muscles.

Fine motor skill ideas with play doh

Make a dragon with Play Doh

Have fun making Play Doh this week.

Kind Regards, Ms Genevieve -Visual Arts Teacher.

Follow us on Instagram. stc_artroom

MUSIC

We have had a fantastic start to the year in Music this term.  The children have been
enjoying our new rainbow piano keyboards and the dragon and dinosaur puppets have
been starring in quite a few puppet shows !

We will be getting some new instruments next term so I look forward to listening to our
mini orchestras and rock bands. The children will also be making their own class music
video so stay tuned for the big premiere !

Mrs Elizabeth.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54RJ2100P3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXOvuIjHJgo


2022 DATES

Term 2

Tuesday May 10 Naplan begins Year 3 and Year 5
Thursday May 12 Year 4 two day camp
Friday May 20 PFA Ladies Night Out
Friday May 27 Casual Clothes Day
Tuesday June 7 School Closure Day - RE Faith and Scripture
Monday June 13 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Tuesday June 21 Reconciliation for Grade 4’s
Thursday June 23 Reconciliation for Grade 3’s

Friday June 24 Last Day of Term 2 12pm finish

Term 3

Monday July 11 First Day of Term 3
Friday July 22 Kaboom Sports Day to celebrate St Christopher’s Feast Day
Monday July 25 Special lunch day
Friday Aug 12 School Closure Day Staff Professional Learning Wellbeing Science
Mon Aug 15 - Wed 17 Grade 5G and 5B camp
Wed Aug 17 - Fri Aug 19 Grade 5M and 5W camp
Thursday September 1 Father’s Day Stall
Thursday September 8 12pm finish for Parent Teacher Interviews
Friday September 9 Footy Day
Friday September 16 Last Day of Term 3 12pm finish

Term 4

Monday October 3 First Day of Term 4
Monday October 31 School Closure Day Staff Professional Learning Report Writing
Monday December 19 Last Day of Year - Finish 12pm




